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A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF "FABRIC" ARCHITECTURE IN DATA
CENTERS.

lonka Gancheva, e-mail: igancheva@nbu.bg
New Bulgarian University, Department Informatics

Abstract: This publication aims to study and analyze "fabric" architectures in the data center,
with task to implement the most effective of them in a real environment. A critical analysis of the
data center design using solutions from leading technology companies: Cisco - "FabricPath",
Brocade - "VCS Fabric", Juniper - "Qfabric" is made, which allow open parallel access routes to
different zones / "PODs". In conclusion, with implementation of a "FabricPath” between access
and distribution layers in the data centers design will be achieving flexible, reliable, fast, scalable
and highly available network architecture. Ensuring efficiency through simplified provisioning of
virtual machines, as well as optimized use of network connectivity is one of the main goals.
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KPUTUYEH AHAJIU3 HA “FABRIC” APXUTEKTYPUTE B

IHEHTPOBETE 3A JAHHMN.
Honka Fanuesa, e-mail: igancheva@nbu.bg
Hog 6vreapcku ynusepcumem, oenapmamenm Hugopmamura

Aocmpaxm: Hacrosiimata myOJuKaidss ©Ma 3a IeJ1 M3C/IeABaHe, W aHaau3upaHe Ha ,,fabric”
ApXUTEKTYPUTE B IIEHTPOBETE 3a JaHHU, U 3aJlaUa 3a UMIJIEMEHTHPAHETO Ha Haii-e(peKTHBHATA OT
TAX B peanHa cpena. HampaBeH ¢ KPUTHYEH aHAIM3 Ha JW3aiiHa Ha ICHTPOBETE 3a JAHHHU IPU
U3M0JI3BAaHETO HA pEICHHMs Ha BOJACHIM TexHonornyHu kommanuu: Cucko - ,,FabricPath®,
Brocade - ,,VCS Fabric®, Juniper - ,,Qfabric”, kouto maBaT Bb3MOXHOCT 32 MHOTO OTBOPCHU
nmapajelHd WHTUINA Ha JOCTBII KbM paszauyHu  3oHW/“PODS”. B 3axmouenue mpu
uMIuieMeHThpane Ha ,,FabricPath® mexny cnoesere Ha [O0CTBII W JAUCTPUOYIIMOHEH, B
[ICHTPOBETE 3a JaHHHM, C€ IMOCTUTa I'bBKABa, HAJEXKHA, Obp3a, MalabupyeMa U BUCOKO JOCTHITHA
MpEXKOBa apXUTEKTYypa.

Knwouosu oymu: nentwp 3a nanuw, ,,FabricPath” texunosorusi, napanenHu OTBOPEHH MBTUINA HA
noctel, “STP”, “Ethernet Fabrics”, “TRILL”.

BbBenenue

TpanuIIMOHHUTE MPEXKOBU APXUTEKTYpPU Ca MPOEKTUPAHU Ja OCUTYPST BUCOKA HAJIUYHOCT Ha
JIOCTBII JI0 CTAaTUYHU TPUIOKEHUS U CbpPBBpU. Tenaenmuure B WT TexHOJIOTMUTE KaTo
CbpBBpPHATa BUPTyalu3alMs, TFOJEeMH MalabupyeMu pas3NpeAcsieHd MNPUIOKEHHUST W3HCKBAT
MOBEYE I'bBKABOCT M HaArpaxkaane. C BUpTyaJau3alusATa LEHTPOBETE 3a JaHHU CTaHAaXxa MHOIO
JUHAMHU4YHH, C BUCOKa I'bCTOTA Ha C’I)pB’BpI/I nu HpI/IJ'IO)KeHI/ISI. BI/IpTyaJ'[I/I3aHI/I$ITa n O6J'[a'~IHI/ITe
yCIyru Ae(UHHUPAT, Y€ MPUII0KEHHUE, YCIyTa, ChPBBP, 0010 Ka3aHO pabOTHO HATOBapBaHE, MOXKE
Jla ChIIIECTBYBA HABCSIKB/IE, IO BCSIKO BPEME, MPU MOMCKBAHE U Jla CE€ NMPEMECTU Ha BCSIKO MSICTO
0e3 nmpekbcBaHe. ToBa € cepro3Ha U IbJIOO0KA MPOMSIHA OT CTAPUTE MPEKOBH apXUTEKTYPH, UPE3
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KOUTO KOMYHHUKALIMUTE /10 ChPBBPU M MPUIIOKEHHUS C€ MOAAbpXkKaxa Ha CTaTUYHO MSICTO B
MPEXKHUTE.

['bBKaBOCTTA € HEOOXOMMMa, 32 JJa MOXKE CBOOOJIHO J]a C€ JBMKAT MPUJIOKCHUSITA U ChPBBHPUTE
MEXKIY pa3IMYHUTE 30HU B IICHThbpPA 3a JIaHHHW, KaKTO M BHUCOKO CKOPOCTEH KalaluTeT Ha
CBBP3aHOCTTA 32 OCHTYpsiBaHE Ha Obp3 TpaHcdep.

B crapusT au3aiiH Ha LIEHTPOBETE 3a JAHHU 3a OCUTYPSIBAHETO Ha MPETPYNAaHOCT HAa BPB3KUTE
MEXY KOMYTaTOPUTE U TapalieIHO PEJOTBPATABAHETO Ha OE3KpaiiHO ABMIKEHHE Ha MaKeTH 0e3
JOCTHTaHE Ha TAXHATA JCSCTUHAIMS CE W3IOJ3BAIIe MPOTOKOIa ,,spanning tree“. Toii Omokupa
aJTepHATHBHUTE IBTUINA HA JOCTHI U OCUTYpPSBa B JaJ€H MOMEHT CaMO €IWH HaJUYCH MEXIY
nBe TOuk. HepoctarhiiuTe Ha TO3W MU3aiiH € OrpaHUYeHaTa MPOU3BOJUTEITHOCT: IBMDKCHUETO Ha
TpaduKa € OrpaHUYCHO OT MpaBUJIATa Ha MPOTOKOJIA; OTPAHUYCHHE B pa3pacTBaHeTo Ha ,,layer 2°
MpexaTa, KaKTO ¥ HEH3IOJI3BaHe Ha OJIOKMPAHUTE ITBTUIIIA.

dur.1: ,Layer 2* c uanon3saneTo Ha ,,Spanning tree“ mpoToKoJI.
ToBa OT cBOs CTpaHa JOBEXJa 0 Pa3lpOCTpaHEHUE Ha JIOKAJTHM MPOOJEMH B LiAjaTa Mpexa:
OTHOBO HMa JIMMUTHPAHO MH3MOJ3BAHE Ha BPB3KUTE MEXKAY KOMYTaTOpUTE, MOSABIT Ce
Hee(eKTUBHU NTBTUIIA Ha JOCTBI MEXIY JBE KpallHU TOYKH, KaKTO U MPOoOIeMU MOopaau
orpaHu4eHneTo Ha ronemuHata Ha ,,MAC® Tabmunure. B myOnukamusita ca pasriienaHu
OCHOBHHTE XapaKTEPUCTUKH, IPEIUMCTBATA U HenocTaThIuTe Ha “fabric” apxurekrypure, ¢ men
BHE/IPSIBAHETO Ha Hall-e()eKTUBHATA OT TAX.
Kputuyen ananus
C pa3pacTBaHeTO Ha IIEHTPOBETE 3a JaHHU, OpOs Ha MPUIOKEHHITA U YCIYTUTe MOIIbPKAHH B
TSIX, HapacTBa M Hy)KJaTa OT BUCOKA HAJIMYHOCT, MO-BUCKO CKOPOCTEH KamalUTeT Ha BPB3KHUTE,
KaKTO M U3MOJI3BaHETO Ha BCHUKU HAJIUYHU TaKHBA.
EnHa ronsMa cThIika Hampex Hpu M3rpa)kJIaHETo Ha JM3aiiH Ha CIe/BaIlo MOKOJIEHUE LIEHTPOBE
3a JaHHU € MHorooOemaBamiata Texonorus, nedpuHupana B crangapra RFC5556 napedena
»TRILL (Transparent Interconnection of Lots of Links)“. Hskou OT KIOYOBHTE MpPEKOBH
TEeXOHOJIMTYHU Kommanuu kato Cucko, Brocade, Juniper u ap. 6a3upar Ha Hesl U 1Opa3UIUPsSBAT
GYHKIIMOHAIHOCTTA M 4pe3 Taka HapeueHuTte ,,FabricPath®, ,,QFabric* u ap, nHec usnon3Baemu
TexHomoruu[1].
»TRILL® € oTBOpeH cTaHmapT mMpOTOKOJ, KOMTO OCUTypsiBa €IHOBPEMMEHEH JOCThIT Ha ,,Layer
2 Mo MHOro IbTHUIA MEKIY JABE TOYKM 0e€3 Ja ce Hajara HM3MOJI3BaHeTO Ha IMPOTOKOJIA
»opanning Tree®.
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@ue. 2 Texnonoeust TRILL ¢ ynpaenenue na "unicast” mpagux.

» TRILL® u3uncnisBa TOMOJIOrUsITa HA [IEHThPA 3a JaHHU W IMpernpaina ,layer 2° maketure Kato
usnomsa ,,IS-1S“ mporokonma. ,, TRILL® BxiaroyBa QyHKIIMOHAIHOCTTA Ha €(QEKTUBHO
npernparniase Ha ,,unicast” maketu, eTHOBPEMEHHO UM IIpEMpaliale o MHOT'O TapaiejHy IbTUIIA
U Ha ,unicast”, u ,,multicast“ tpaduk. Ilenra Ha usnon3Banero Ha ,, T RILL® B 1enTpoBere 3a
JAHHU € 3a Ja uMa Ha ,layer 2“ oTBOpeHW MapayielHU MOBeYe MBTHINA HA JOCTHII M J1a CE
eTMMHUHpA M3M0I3BaHETO Ha ,,Spanning tree* mporokos oT rppOHaKa Ha MpekaTa. B mombiHeHue
MPEeIMMCTBOTO Ha TexXHojorusta, € ue ,, I RILL® namansBa u BpemMeTro Ha 3aKbCHEHHUE Ha
tpaduka. Toit € U ocHOBaTa Ha ch3fajacHuTE ,,fabric” texmomornn auec. IlenTa Ha Hacrosmara
nyOnuMKamus € Ja ce pasriiefaT OCHOBHUTE XapaKTePUCTHKHU, aHAIU3UpaT MpeIuMCTBaTa U
HEIOCTATBHIIUTE MPU M3IMOJI3BAHETO HA apXUTEKTYpHTE ,,Fabric” B meHTpoBere 3a qaHHH U 1A ce
UMITJIEMEHTHpA B peajHa cpe/a Haii-eeKTuBHATA OT TAX [1].

1. Cucko apxuTekrypa ,,FabricPath®.

Texuonorusta ,,FabricPath®, o6asupana wna , TRILL" o0cmuHsBa mnpeaumcrBaTta Ha
MapIIPYTH3UPAHETO C OMPOCTEHOCTTa HA KOMYTHPAHETO, a MMEHO: NMPU KOMYTHPAHETO: JIECHO
KOHQHUTypHUpaHe, JIECHO CBBbpP3BAaHE HAa HOBH YyCTPOWCTBA, T'BBKABO pa3pacTBaHe; NpU
MapIIPyTH3UPAHETO: EIHOBPEMMEHHO H3MOJI3BaHE HA MHOrO MHTHUINA HA JOCTHI, OBp3a
KOHBEPreHIIMsI, CTAOMITHOCT Ha MpeXaTa M Bb3MOXHOCT 3a pa3pacTBaHe, 3a Jia M3rpajy 'bBKaBa u
Mmarrabupyema ,,Layer 2 fabric” mpexa [3].

FabricPath
MAC Table on $100

XXX X anl

MACA MACB MACC MACD

Que. 3 Uzened na monoaues Ha yenmup 3a oannu, uznonzsawa ‘‘FabricPath”.
C u3smon3BaHEeTO Ha TexHoJsorusTa ,,FabricPath® ce enmmmuuupa myxnmara ot ,,Spanning Tree”
MPOTOKOJI, TMOCTHra ce Mo-100pa CTAOMJIHOCT M KOHBEPICHIMsS B MpexaTa, MMa OIMPOCTEHA
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KOH(HUTypalus, W3MOI3BaT C€ BCHYKHM MapajelHH MHTUINA HAa JOCTBI MEXKIy [IBE TOYKH,
HaMaJsBa Ce BPEMETO Ha 3aKbCHEHHE HA MAKETHTE B CPAaBHEHUE C M3IMOI3BAHETO HA TUIMUYHHUS
JIM3aiiH, TIOCTUTa C€ I'bBKHBOCT NpPHU IUIaHUpPAHETO Ha “vIans”, u He Ha TOCIETHO MSCTO ce
MOCTUTa BUCOKA MOOMITHOCT Ha BUPTYaJIHUTE MalHu [4].

[Mpenumctro mpu “layer 2” tpaduka rexnonorusra “FabricPath” moxe na usnonssa 16 exnaksu
IBTUINA Ha TOCTBI MEXY JIBE TOUKH. AKO IBTUIIATA ca JOTMYECKU 0O0eTMHEHHU JUHKOBE / “port
channel” (16 links mo 10Gb/s ) ce moctura mo 2,56 Th/s “bandwidth” 3a xomyHukarus.
[TaketnTe ce mpemnpamar Mo Hal-KpaTKUsl Bb3MOXKEH BT JI0 TAXHATA JIECTUHAILIMS HaMalsiBalKu
0 TO3W HAYWH BPEMETO 3a 3aKbCHEHHE 10 MaKCHMyM, B CpaBHEHHE ChC ‘‘spaning tree”
perenuero [2].

@ue. 4 Texnonoeusn Cisco “FabricPath” ¢ mononoeus pazoenena na 3onu.

Nmmnementupanero Ha Cucko “FabricPath” moxe ma crame mexmy “distribution” “core”
cioeBeTe Ha Mpexarta. Ha ‘“cOre” cmos ce mMapuipyTH3UpaT HAKETUTE MEXAY MPEKUTE OT
pasmuunute 30HU/PODS. ,,Vlan” tpaduka cBbpiiBa Ha AUCTPUOYIIMOHHHUS CIIOH, HE OTHUBA JI0
“core”. B mombiaHEHHME MOXKE Ja ce M3I0JI3Ba eAHakBa ‘‘vlan” HoMmepalusATa 3a pasjHYHUATE
“PODs”. IlpenumcTBara ca, ue ,,spanning tree* nportokosa He pabotu mexay ,,POD*, upes To3u
nu3aitH otnaneueHu 300u/PODS, mopu u 11eHTpoBe 3a TaHHW MoraT Ja ObJIaT CBbP3BaHHU, J1aBa Ce
BB3MOXKHOCT 32 YBEJIMYaBaHE HA UECTOTHATA JICHTA ITPU HYX]IA.

2. Juniper apxurekTypa ,,Qfabric*

,,Qfabric* cBuBa TpagUIIMOHHHUAT MHOTOCIOCH MOJIET B SIHOCIOCH, KbIETO BCHYKH KOMYTATOPH
ca CBBP3aHH KbM €JHO YCTPOWCTBO. Tasm apXWTEKTypaTa € IMPOCTO HAYMH 3a CBHP3BaHE Ha
koym4ecTBo “ethernet” komyratopu B Tomosorus Bceku cbe Beeku / “full mesh” /. TIpenqumctro,
€ 4e KOMYTaTOpUTe PabOTAT KATO €IHO JIOTMYECKO YCTPOMCTBO ¢ (DM3UYECKO pa3JelicHHuE Ha
Tpaduka 3a ympaBieHHE U MOTPeOUTENICKUs TpaduK, KOSTO eIMMHHHpA HyXXIata oT “spaning
tree” mportokona u “TRILL®. Bcuuku komyTatopu 3HAsT 3a BCHYKM KpallHM TOYKHM Ha
OCTAaHAIUTE KOMYTATOPH, KOETO IMO3BOJISIBA Ja W3MpAINAT IUPEKTHO €IUH KBbM APYr Tpaduk,
HaMaJISIBAK{ 3HAYMTEITHO BPEMETO Ha 3aKbCHEHHE MIPH MPEHOC Ha MmakeTa. Moxe Jja ce MUCIIH 32
“QFabric” kato enHo macu, Koero Moxe ja ce paszpactae 10 6000 10 Gb/s mopra[8].

Enementu Ha apxutekTypara: B ,,QFabric’ apxurekrypaTa MpexoBUTE KapTH ca CUTYHpPaHH B
pamkuTe Ha enHo mack u ce Hapuyar QF/Node. Te ocurypsiBaT gocthi a0 U OT (abpuKara.
QF/Interconnect e macu, KoeTo ocurypsiBa cBbp3anocTra mexay kaprute uan QF/Node. QFabric
[TpemumcTBOTO, € Ye (abpukaTa ce ympaBisBa OT €IHO MSICTO, TOSCT €IHO YCTPOMCTBO.
HenmoctaThk Ha TEXHOJOTHATA, € Y€ aKO TOBAa YCTPOKMCTBO MajHe, MPOTMaaa Isjiata Mpeka.
Henocratek e, ue HAMa sicHa (OPMYJIHMPOBKA KaK ce€ JeJIeTHpaT MpaBa Ha JOCTHII WM TMpaBa
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BBPXY pa3IMYHU yCTPOKMCTBA OT (haOpHKaTa Ha PA3IMYHUTE MPEKOBU aIMUHHUCTpaTOpH. Jlanm
ujesdra 3a MpenpamaHe Ha MaKeTH OT BCEKM KbM BCEKH KOMYTAaTOp € A00pa, HO Kak ce B3eMaT
peleHusTa Ha Kbje Ja ce npenparat? KakBo npenorBpaTsiBa 0e3kpailHOTO ABUKEHNE HA TAKETU
B Mpexara? Kak mpoMeHuTe B TONOJOrMATa W MapUIPyTU3UPAHETO IIE €€ OTpa3sT Ha
¢abpukata? Bbnpocu Ha KOMTO Ce€ OuYakBa OTIOBOp OT IIPOM3BOAMUTENS, 3a Ja MOXE
TCXHOJOIuATa aa 6’bI[e INPHUIIOKCHA HA IIPAaKTHKA.
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@ue 5 Apxumexmypa Juniper QFabric

3. Arista - ApxurekTypa

3a apXUTEKTypa Ha MpeXa Ha LEHThp 3a JaHHU Arista mojabpxa JBYCIOCH MO, ¢ (GUKCUPAHH
KOMYTaTOpM Ha CJIOS 3a JOCTBII M MOJYJAPHU KOMYTaTOPU Ha JIUCTPHUOYLIMOHHUS CIIOM.
MoaynapHUST KOMyTaTOp UMa MoxyJ1 (haOpHK, Upe3 KOWTO ce CBhP3BAT BCUUKU MPEKOBH KapTH.
Toii ocurypsiBa CBbp3aHOCT OT BCEKH MOPT KbM BCEKH MOPT Oe3 3aryba Ha makeTu. M3momspar
texononorusita ,,MLAG / Multi-Chassis Link Aggregation /“, HauuH 3a oOemuHEHHE Ha
napajeliHd CBbP3aHM JIMHKOBE KbM JIBE€ IIACHTa C €IHO ympaBieHue. Ha muctpuOynuoHHUST
CIION KOMYTaTOpUTE M3IMOJI3BaT TexHoorusra ,,VOQ / virtual output queue / 3a Oydepupane Ha
MaKeTH, 4pe3 KOSATO He ce MpeMaxBaT IMaKeTu JOPH U NpH Hal-HaToBapeHUAT Tpaduk. Cropen
aHAJIM3UTE BPEMETO Ha 3aKbCHEHUE IIPU NpenpalaHe Ha naketure € 600 HaHocekyHau uiau 16
'BTH [IOBEYE aKO CE U3IO0JI3Ba apXyTekTypara Ha Cucko, kpaero ¢ 16 HanocekyHau [9].

2 Spine

Ariots 7508

/"1/ .\\i
- v.w}i‘tﬁbﬁ;‘

Scales to 6912 x 10G nodes 3:1 oversubscribed

@ue. 6 /[eycnoen mooen na Arista 3a ousaiin Ha yeHmwvp 3a OAHHU.
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4. Brocade apxutekrypa —,,VCS Fabric*

»VCS (Virtual Cluster Switching)“ TtexHomorusita e O6asupana Ha ,,ITRILL®, mo3BomsBa
Ch3/1aBaHETO Ha MpexoBa (paOpuka, KOSTO KOHBEprupa mnorpedutencku Tpaguxk u Tpaduk ot
MacHBHTE 3a JaHHUW H3MOJ3BAaliKK O0IIa KOMYHHMKallMaoOHHa cpena. l3mon3Ba pasmmpeHa
apXHTEKTypa 3a J00aBsHE Ha HOBU YCIYTH U BE3MOKHOCTH. APXHUTEKTypaTa OCHTYpsiBa I'bBKaBa
MpPEXKOBa CBHP3aHOCT MEXY WHAMBHYyaJHU KOMYTAaTOPH, ¢ 001110 HauMeHoBanue (hadbpuka[l0].
OU3NUECKUTE KOMYTATOPUTE Cbh3/1aBaT BHUPTYaJeH KIBCTHP, BHJIUM OTBBH KaTO €IWHCTBEH
KoMyTaTop. OTHOBO OCHOBHHUAT HENOCTAaTBbK € NPH MaJaHeTO Ha KIbCThpa, KAKBO CTaBa C
mpexara? OTHOBO ce 04aKBa OTTOBOP OT IIPOM3BOJUTENS HA TEXHOJIOTHSTA.

-----
-

Existing Data Center ;]
Core Switches

VCS Edge Fabrics

™

||

1/10 Gbps Servers  Biade Servers 10 Gops Servers  Blade Servers

@ue. T Uzeneo na Brocade ,,VCS “ apxumexmypa.

3akin0ueHue

B cratusita ca aHaaM3MpaHU OCHOBHHUTE MPEAMMCTBA M HEIOCTAThIM Ha ,,fabric” apxurexkrypure
B IICHTPOBETE 3a JJAaHHHW Ha ToJIeMHTe Npo3BomuTend. Cien KpUTHYHUAT aHAIW3, B MPOCKTa 32
u3rpakaaHe Ha BupTyaleH 1eHTbp B HBY me Owpme wummuiementupana Cucko ¢adpuk
apXMTEKTypaTa KaTO Hai-I'bBKaBa, HAJEKIHA, HaW-HUCKAa JATEHIMs, JaBalla BH3MOXHOCT 3a
MHOTO OTBOPEHM NapalielIHi MbTUIIA Ha JOCThI KbM paszimunute 3oHu/“Poll Of Devices”.
OuakBa ce MmoJiyueHaTa MpexoBa HH(]pacTpykTypa Aa Obae Obp3a, Mamadbupyema, BHUCOKO
JIOCTBIIHA, C BB3MOXKHOCT 3a MPEJOCTaBsIHE HA XOCTUHT YCIYyTd [0 pa3jMYHUTE 30HHU,
BKJIFOYBAIM TPUTIOKEHHS, CHPBBPH U JPYyrd BUPTYyalTHH MamIMHUA. ToW CBHLIO IIE€ OCUTYpHU
e(eKTUBHOCT Ype3 OMPOCTEHO MPOBU3MPAHE HA BUPTYATHUTE MAUIMHH, KAKTO U ONTHMH3UPAHO
U3I0JI3BaHe HA MPEKOBATa CBBHP3aHOCT.
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